
 

 

COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group held on 
Wednesday, 22 June 2022 at 10.00 am at Teams 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr K Hitchen (Chair) 
 

Mr M Hawkins 
Mr FI Morgan 
Mr CJ Whiteside 
 

Mr AW Wonnacott 
Mr KA Little 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mrs L Davis - Democratic Services Officer 
Mr S Giles - Flood and Development Management Officer 
Mr K Melville - Senior Manager, Highways Delivery 
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Team Leader 
Mr M Taylor - Local Area Network Manager (Copeland) 
Mr P Telford - Development Management Officer 
 

   

 
The Chair welcomed the Shadow Authority members who had been invited to attend 
the meeting.   
 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr A Lamb and Mr P Turner. 
 
2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
With an agreed amendment to Minute No 32 – Development Management Update – 
fourth paragraph, last sentence to read “The Development Management Officer 
reported that from a highway and lead local flood authority perspective concerns did 
not amount to grounds for refusal.” 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 20 April 2022 be agreed as a 

true record of the meeting. 
 
3 DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
 
Members received a report that presented an overview of Flood and Development 
Management activities in the Copeland area.  Appended to the report were major 
and strategic planning applications, a section 106 contributions update and current 
flooding investigations in the area.   



 

 

 
The Development Management Officer informed members of progression of the 
current major and strategic planning applications in the Copeland area.  Following a 
question from the Local Member for Mirehouse on the proposal for School Brow, 
Moresby Parks, the officer gave a more detailed explanation of the drainage system 
proposed by the developer to help alleviate flooding in the area.  The Local Member 
for Mirehouse outlined issues with silt deposits from a development in the area.  The 
officers gave assurance that discussions were ongoing with the developer to find 
rectifying measures for this. 
 
A discussion took place around the hybrid application seeking full planning 
permission for the erection of 139 residential dwellings at the former Marchon 
Chemical Factory, High Road, Whitehaven.  The Flood and Development 
Management Officer advised members that the Council was a Section 106 
agreement with the developer for primary education in the area and 
highway/junction improvements.  Members welcomed this and were assured of 
secondary school capacity.  The Local Member for Cleator Moor West highlighted 
the infrastructure work identified under the Streetscape scheme and the possibility 
of incorporating this.  The Local Member for Mirehouse suggested that the highway 
infrastructure improvements may have a positive impact for traffic flow at Low Row.  
The officers agreed to give a more detailed presentation on this at the next meeting 
of the Working Group.  
 
The officers were asked if they were aware of a proposed visitor centre and the 
reintroduction of beavers in the Ennerdale Valley.  The officers advised that 
consultation would be necessary if planning permission for this was submitted. 
 
To conclude the Development Management Officer outlined action taken in 
connection with the illegal connection to the foul system at Moresby Park,  All 
parties had been carrying out personal door to door calls to ask residents to rectify 
the problem, with most of the residents being amenable to this.  It was noted that 
the foul and surface water systems were maintained by United Utilities and if 
necessary, United Utilities would go down the legal route. 
 
RESOLVED, that  
 

(1) the report be noted; 
 

(2) a presentation be prepared on the planning application at the former 
Marchon Chemical Factory, High Road, Whitehaven at the next meeting 
of the Group. 

 
4 LOCAL AREA NETWORK MANAGER'S REPORT 
 
The Local Area Network Manager presented a report updating members on 
Highway Network matters following the last group meeting in April. 
 
Members noted that a compensation event had been submitted by the Council’s 
surfacing contractor citing exception circumstances for an increase in the 
contractual rates for the 2022/23 financial year.  The Council had accepted the 



 

 

proposed quotation against the schedules of rates, which were in line with other 
contracts across Cumbria.  The increase was agreed due to fuel and national 
insurance rises.  The expectation was that all the 2022/23 schemes would be 
delivered in the current financial year.  
 
It was noted that a meeting of the A595 Liaison Group had taken place on 15 June 
2022.  The Local Area Network Manager informed members that National Highways 
were starting improvement work on the Moresby Embankment in September 2022, 
off road initially but with weekend road closures planned for Easter time 2023.  The 
officer agreed to notify members of the date of the launch of National Highways’ 
public relations campaign being prepared to help mitigate the impacts of the work.  It 
was agreed that the Shadow Authority members be invited to future A595 Liaison 
Group meetings/briefings.  The Local Member for Cleator Moor East expressed 
disappointment that there were no “shovel ready” schemes for the A595.  Members 
discussed measures that would need to be in place on the closure of the A595 and 
the diversion route to the A5086.  The Local Area Network Manager informed the 
Group that a joint site visit would take place in September and National Highways 
would have teams on standby during the works.   
 
To conclude the Local Area Network Manager highlighted the Levelling up Fund 
round two bid.  The £4.8bn fund had been announced in spring of 2021 by the 
government and had been broken down into several rounds of funding open to bids 
by local authorities.  It was noted that round two opened in March 2021 and had a 
deadline for bids by 6 July.   Members were informed that Cumbria was focusing 
this bid on improvements to the Priority Road Network of Copeland, Barrow in 
Furness and Allerdale.  The A595 Calder Bridge to Duddon Bridge and the A5086 
Lamplugh to Egremont were the two roads being focused on within the Copeland 
area.  Members noted that Cumbria would find out if they have been awarded this 
funding in autumn 2022 with a five-year deadline on spend.   
 
The Local Member for Mirehouse asked how much it had cost to prepare the bid to 
the Levelling Up fund.  The Local Area Network Manager agreed to provide this 
information.  The Local Area Network Manager agreed to provide information to the 
Local Member for Egremont North and St Bees to assist Egremont Town Council to 
lobby/assist the bidding process and this offer was extended to other members.  
The Chair highlighted the priority importance of Duddon Bridge. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
5 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT TEAM LEADER'S REPORT 
 
Members received a report, the purpose of which was to provide Members with an 
update on topical Traffic Management related matters within Copeland.   
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader outlined updates on key traffic management 
projects taking place during the 2022/23 financial year.  Members noted minor road 
safety improvements, a funding source that allowed a reactive approach in 
addressing road safety issues, prioritising schemes which were prioritised where 
there is a history of KSI’s (killed or seriously injured), where speeds are known to be 



 

 

high, or where a recognised danger to vulnerable road users persists.  A summary 
of schemes so far were outlined in the report. 
 
An update on the latest position of and the timescale for the Copeland Remainder 
TRO was noted by members.  It was reported that upon completion of the Copeland 
Remainder TRO, attention would turn to Whitehaven and a considerable number of 
requests were currently being held on file to consider alterations and additions to the 
Traffic Order, which would all be investigated fully.  Members noted that it was the 
intention of officers to pay particular attention to the allocation of parking, loading 
and disabled provisions in the town centre.  A review of speed limits within 
Copeland would run parallel with the Whitehaven TRO Review.  The Chair 
requested that an email be sent to members at the time to remind them of the 
Copeland Speed Limit Review. 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader then updated members on inclusive mobility, 
the fund assigned to make improvements to the accessibility of the highway 
network. A package of works had been prepared for various locations around 
Copeland, including Whitehaven, Cleator Moor, Egremont and Frizington, with a 
slight change in the timescale for the programmed works. 
 
In regards to school patrol lights, faulty units were being identified and replaced and 
officers would arrange for the school crossing patrol units within Copeland to be 
reprogrammed over the summer, to match the 2022/23 term times.   
 
Members noted that throughout the course of the year, orders would be placed with 
an external contractor to install Automatic Traffic Counters on the network to obtain 
speed, volume, and vehicle classification data.  The majority of the data was for 
consideration by the CRASH group on issues of road safety, however, data was 
occasionally gathered for other matters, such as HGV usage of a road, or turning 
movements at a problem junction; to name some examples. 
 
An update on How Hall Farm, Ennerdale was given to members.  The restricted 
byway leading to How Hall Farm and Ennerdale Lake Shore was owned and 
managed by the National Trust, with access agreement for United Utilities and the 
local farm.  It had been noted that an increased misuse of the land led United 
Utilities to contact the Council on behalf of their partner agencies seeking 
permission to place physical barriers across the restricted byway.  Members were 
informed that this issue had now been resolved with the bollards now having been 
approved for erection on site, together with permissive use  
 

Members were informed that investigation was still ongoing into the technology 
available to electronically sign the fell roads within Copeland and allow the highway 
to be closed remotely. Officers have encountered some practicality and legality 
issues which must first be overcome, making implementation for the winter of 
2022/23 increasingly unlikely. However, the scheme was still considered realistic for 
the future, and therefore continued to be pursued.  A short discussion was held 
around the budget provision for this. 



 

 

To conclude, the Traffic Management Team Leader updated members on the 
School Street Scheme Initiative trial.  Discussions would take place with the school 
at the end of the school year to ascertain the success of the trial and a further report 
on this would be given at the next meeting of the Working Group.  
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
6 CRASH GROUP 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader gave a brief summary and function of the 
CRASH Group.  It was noted that there had been a countywide CRASH meeting 
which the Local Committee’s CRASH representative had attended.  Members were 
encouraged to submit any issues or concerns they had and were informed that 
traffic data was available on request. 
 
7 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The Area Highways and Transport Manager explained the highway budget top-
slicing exercise that was taking place.  Members were assured that a budget report 
and works programme would be on the agenda for the September meeting of the 
Local Committee. 
 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Working Group will be held on 11 October 
2022 at 10 am via Teams. 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.10 am 
  

 
 

 


